
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING  
OF CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 – 5:30 PM 
MUNICIPAL COURTROOM 

GEORGETOWN, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the 1976 Code of Laws of 
South Carolina Freedom of Information Act. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Mayor Jack M. Scoville, Jr. 
Mayor Pro Tempore Brendon M. Barber, Sr. 
Council Member Sheldon A. Butts 
Council Member Carol R. Jayroe 
Council Member Al Joseph 
Council Member Edward S. Kimbrough, Jr. 
Council Member Clarence C. Smalls 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
Mr. Paul A. Gardner, City Administrator 
Mrs. Elise Crosby, City Attorney 
Ms. Ann U. Mercer, City Clerk 
Mr. Orlando Arteaga, Engineer 
Mrs. Debra Bivens, Director of Finance 
Mr. Tim Chatman, Streets and Sanitation Manager 
Mr. Will Cook, Water Utilities Director 
Chief Charlie Cribb, Georgetown Fire Department 
Mr. Glen Dixon, Fleet Superintendent 
Mr. Alan Loveless, Director of Electric Utilities 
Mr. Rick Martin, Building Official/Zoning Administrator 
Mrs. Gloria Bromell-Tinubu, Economic Development Director 
Chief Kelvin Waites, Georgetown Police Department 
 
ABSENT 
Miss Suzanne Abed-El-Latif, HR Manager 
 
MEDIA 
Georgetown Times - Mr. David Purtell 
GAB News - Mr. Scott Harper 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING ELECTRONIC DEVICES  

Mayor Jack M. Scoville, Jr. requested all cell phones or electronic devices be turned 
off or placed on mute so as to not interrupt the meeting. 
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3. PUBLIC HEARING 

 The purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive citizen input concerning an 
ordinance to amend the Freedom of Information Act Fee Schedule. 

Mayor Scoville opened the Public Hearing at 5:34 pm to receive citizen input 
concerning an ordinance to amend the Freedom of Information Act Fee Schedule.  
Mayor Scoville recognized Mr. Fred Williams.  Mr. Williams asked for an 
explanation.  Mrs. Elise Crosby stated the City conformed to State law with the new 
FOIA and amendments to the Act.  Some of the fees increased and some decreased.  
Mayor Scoville said this complies with the State Statue that went into effect earlier 
this year. Mayor Scoville announced other individuals who signed the roster 
declined. 

4. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Pro Tempore Brendon Barber rendered the invocation.  Mayor Scoville led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Scoville opened the Public Comments and recognized Mr. Lee Padgett who 
addressed Council concerning an incident involving campaign signs and stated he 
fears for the safety of the political signs during the upcoming election.  He asked the 
City Administrator to assure the citizens election signs are safe on private property 
and those (signs) the candidates have placed illegally are safe as well.  He asked if 
illegally placed campaign signs are considered litter.      
 
Mayor Scoville recognized Ms. Jeanette Ard who addressed Council concerning TIF.  
Ms. Ard stated she is not against Tax Increment Financing. “It’s been done well in 
some areas and it’s been done terribly in other areas.” She said questions need to be 
answered and asked how it would interact with bonds the schools have for new 
construction.  How would this fit in with the County’s Visions plan?  She requested 
Council consider holding public hearings. 

 

Mayor Scoville recognized Mr. Fred Williams. Mr. Williams stated he is President of 
the West End Citizens Council and addressed Council about the salary and 
retirement salary of a city employee who retired and returned to work.  His group 
would like clarification on how the process worked. Mayor Scoville said he would be 
glad to meet with the group and explain the process.   
 
Mayor Scoville recognized Mr. Brett Phillips who addressed Council concerning the 
steel mill.  Mr. Phillips noted the first obligation of City Council is public health and 
safety of the citizens.  He expressed concern about the air quality if the steel mill 
reopens.  In addition, he said there needs to be a lot more transparency concerning 
discussions between the City and Liberty. The steel mill is an old business that has 
repeatedly failed and left workers in the City without jobs.  He offered the roof of his 
garage as a site for an air quality monitor.        

6. INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES 
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Mr. Alan Loveless introduced Mr. Hunter Coker.  He was hired last month as a C 
Class line technician. Chief Kelvin Waites welcomed back Officer Joshua Lawson.  
Officer Lawson has been serving his country stationed in Guantanamo Bay for over a 
year.  Mr. Tim Chatman introduced Mr. Byron Ruffin, and Mr. Hakeem Knowlin who 
are employed in Waste Management and Mr. Neal McKenzie the new City custodian.   

7. PROCLAMATION 

A. Motion to approve Proclamation honoring the 100th Anniversary of the 
Georgetown County Chamber of Commerce. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Barber moved, seconded by Council Member Joseph. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brendon M. Barber Sr., Mayor Pro Tempore 

SECONDER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

Mayor Scoville presented a framed copy of the Proclamation to Mrs. Beth Stedman, 
President and CEO of the Georgetown County Chamber of Commerce.   

8. HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Due to recent information that was forthcoming from Liberty House, Mayor Scoville 
announced items 8A, 8B and 8C (below) previously listed on the agenda will be 
addressed at a later date. Council Member Butts called for Point of Order and said 
the items were included on the agenda received prior to the meeting and a motion 
has to be made to remove the items. Mayor Scoville and the City Attorney noted an 
amended agenda removing the three items was published more than 24 hours in 
advance of the meeting.       

A. Motion to approve an ordinance amending the 2011 Comprehensive Plan (Economic 
Development, Housing, & Transportation Elements and Plan Implementation) and 
the 2016 Land Use Element. 

B. Motion to approve an ordinance amending the City of Georgetown Zoning Ordinance 
to add Article XXI, Redevelopment District (REDD); and furthermore supplemental 
amendments to Article V Section 514, Article XIII Section 1301, and Article XV 
Section 1504. 

C. Motion to approve an ordinance rezoning twenty (20) parcels from Heavy Industrial 
(HI), Limited Industrial (LI), and Core Commercial (CC) to Base Redevelopment 
District (REDD-B); and furthermore amend the Official Zoning Map of the City of 
Georgetown. 

D. Motion to approve an ordinance amending the City of Georgetown Zoning 
Ordinance to add Article IV, Section 442 Outdoor Open Displays. 

Council Member Jayroe moved, seconded by Council Member Kimbrough. Mr. Rick 
Martin said approval of this ordinance will allow staff to limit retail in front of 
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businesses to enhance the appearance of the corridors coming into the City. Council 
Member Butts stated this ordinance is much needed.  
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Carol R. Jayroe, Council Member 

SECONDER: Edward S Kimbrough, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

Mayor Scoville announced Item 14D will be moved after Executive Session.  There 
was no objection. 

9. FINANCE 

A. Motion to Approve First Reading of an Ordinance for the Issuance and Sale of a 
Revenue Bond to be Designated Series 2017 for Electric Fund Improvements, 
in an Amount not to exceed $6,000,000. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Barber moved, seconded by Council Member Smalls. Mrs. Debra 
Bivens stated this Revenue Bond is for improvements to the Electric Department 
Peak Shaving Project and the Front Street upgrades.  Five bids were received today 
and BB&T was the successful bank.  The interest rate is 2.2%, which is less than the 
amount budgeted. There is a bank charge of $5,000, but no origination fee.  
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brendon M. Barber Sr., Edward S Kimbrough 

SECONDER: Clarence C. Smalls, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

10. FIRE 

A. Motion to approve Proclamation proclaiming October 8-14, 2017 as Fire 
Prevention Week. 

Council Member Butts moved, seconded by Council Member Joseph. Fire Chief 
Charlie Cribb stated the department will be promoting fire prevention by visiting 
schools and nursing homes, hosting schools at the Fire Station and inviting the 
public to an open house, all during the month of October.   
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sheldon A. Butts, Council Member 

SECONDER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

B. Motion to approve payment to KS Statebank for the New P25 Compliant 
Motorola Radios in the amount of $64,267.22. 



PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 21, 2017…PAGE 5 OF 12  

 

 

Council Member Butts moved, seconded by Council Member Kimbrough. Chief Cribb 
said this payment is the second phase of a lease agreement for financing the 
purchase of the radios.  A deposit of $35,000 was paid in June 2017.  This is 
budgeted in the 2017/18 CIP budget. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sheldon A. Butts, Council Member 

SECONDER: Edward S Kimbrough, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

11. PUBLIC WORKS 

A. Motion to approve purchase and payment of a 2017 F150 Crew Cab pickup 
truck to Vick Bailey Ford in the amount of $27,163.00. 

Council Member Smalls moved, seconded by Council Member Jayroe.  Mr. Tim 
Chatman stated this will replace the 2000 model Ford Taurus.  He said this vehicle 
will better serve Public Works during storms and other events.  The Ford Taurus 
will be transferred to Engineering.    
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Clarence C. Smalls, Council Member 

SECONDER: Carol R. Jayroe, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

12. ENGINEERING 

A. Motion to approve bid and make payment to Caldwell Tanks Inc. for the 
construction of a new elevated 250,000 gallon pedosphere type water tank for 
a not to exceed amount of $1,600,000. 00. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Barber moved, seconded by Council Member Butts. Mr. Orlando 
Arteaga said this tank will help the entire area with pressure and water flow.  It 
replaces the water tank that was located at the old City Hall. The City logo will be 
painted on the new tank. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brendon M. Barber Sr., Mayor Pro Tempore 

SECONDER: Sheldon A. Butts, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

B. Motion to engage Weston & Sampson as the engineer of record for the 
Kaminski Street and Heyward Street Water Main projects and to make 
payment for a not to exceed amount of $27,250.00. 
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Council Member Joseph moved, seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Barber. Mr. 
Arteaga stated this action will engage the engineer of record for one of the Capital 
Improvement Projects on the West End and in the hospital area.   
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

SECONDER: Brendon M. Barber Sr., Mayor Pro Tempore 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

 
13. WATER DEPARTMENT 
 

A. Motion to approve repairs to the stormwater pump and payment to Coastal 
Hydraulics in the amount of $73,738.01. 
 
Council Member Jayroe moved, seconded by Council Member Joseph. Mr. Will Cook 
stated one of the two pumps located at the Front and Fraser Streets pond had 
significant deterioration.  The pump was removed on August 14, 2017 and sent to 
Coastal Hydraulics in Charleston for diagnosis.  Due to the urgency of the situation 
this is considered an emergency repair. The item has been added to the agenda for 
approval to proceed with repairs to the pump.   Mr. Cook recommends the stainless 
steel fittings rather than the standard steel fittings. Standard steel was originally 
used and there was no corrosion protection, which led to the deterioration. There 
was a 5 year warranty on the pump and it has been 5 ½ years since it was installed. 
This is not a budgeted item in the current budget.  

    
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Carol R. Jayroe, Council Member 

SECONDER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

14. ADMINISTRATION 

A. Motion to approve first reading of an Ordinance to Amend the Freedom of 
Information Act Fee Schedule contained in the City Clerk's Official Record of 
Utility Rates, Deposits and Miscellaneous Fees and Charges for the City of 
Georgetown, South Carolina. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Barber moved, seconded by Council Member Joseph. Mr. Paul 
Gardner noted the Public Hearing was held earlier concerning this ordinance.  The 
City is compliant with the new State law passed in May 2017.   
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brendon M. Barber Sr., Mayor Pro Tempore 

SECONDER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

B. Motion to Approve Purchase and Payment To Vic Bailey Ford For A 2017 Ford 
Interceptor SUV In The Amount Of $29,128.00. 

Council Member Joseph moved, seconded by Council Member Jayroe.  This vehicle 
will be for the City Administrator.  The current vehicle which has 110,000 miles will 
be repurposed to City staff for trips to the bank, post office, etc. This is a take home 
vehicle and is under State contract.  Council Member Butts asked for clarity.  Mr. 
Gardner explained the process of purchasing under State contract. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [6 TO 1] 

MOVER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

SECONDER: Carol R. Jayroe, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

NAYS: Butts 

C. Motion to Approve Memorandum of Understanding Naming Downtown 
Georgetown Revitalization Association D/B/A as Georgetown Business 
Association (GBA), as the City’s Designated Marketing Organization, and 
approve budget for DMO for Fiscal Year 2017/2018.  

Council Member Joseph moved, seconded by Council Member Kimbrough. Mr. 
Gardner stated with assistance from Gloria Tinubu and the GBA the new official 
name on the MOU will be Downtown Georgetown Revitalization Association D/B/A 
as Georgetown Business Association (GBA), which must be a 501(c)3.  
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

SECONDER: Edward S Kimbrough, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

15. CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

Mr. Gardner reported construction of Fire Station 2 is moving along. ~ Staff is in the 
process of analyzing engineers for the Front Street redesign of our electric grid. A 
recommendation will be presented at the next workshop. ~ A recommendation for 
the engineering work for the bulkhead at Constitution Park will also be presented at 
the workshop. ~ The sandbag wall behind Front Street on the riverside will remain 
through the king tide season. A more permanent solution will be establish in 
partnership with the County. ~ Construction of 35 parking spaces for boats and 
trailers at East Bay Park is underway. ~ Bids received on the East Bay Park 
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recreational trail were scary, with the lowest bid from a local contractor near 
$250,000.  Staff is looking to re-engineer the project. ~ The major work on SBR2 
should be completed next week. ~ The Christmas Parade will be December 2, 2017. 
The Embers will be planning downtown that night. ~ Tonight’s meeting is dedicated 
to the honor of Sammy Green, a 41 year employee of the City who passed away. His 
wake is Friday evening and funeral on Saturday.  Sammy’s gentle spirit will be 
missed.    

16. MINUTES 

Motion to approve minutes of July 13, 2017 and July 27, 2017 Council 
Meetings. 

Council Member Smalls moved, seconded by Council Member Joseph. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Clarence C. Smalls, Council Member 

SECONDER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

17. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business. 

18. NEW BUSINESS 

Council Member Smalls expressed concern about the potholes on the streets.  He 
said the cold patch does not work and is a waste of time. Mr. Gardner said when 
Public Works receives reports of potholes, a ‘report to repair’ is sent to SCDOT. Mr. 
Smalls said the City may need to handle the work.   
 
Council Member Joseph thanked City staff for a job well done during Hurricane Irma.  
 
Council Member Butts asked about yard debris.  Mr. Tim Chatman said his 
Department looks at every area as a priority and crews are addressing every part of 
the City. A more workable schedule is being developed so citizens know when their 
debris will be picked up.  This process will begin Monday. The nice weather after the 
storm has encouraged people to clean their yards. Once this debris is picked up, 
within a matter of hours more debris is back on the curb in front of the same yard. 
The new schedule will be able to address this matter.   
 
Mayor Scoville asked about the process and cost of monitoring the air quality in the 
City. Mr. Gardner stated previously DHEC was monitoring at Howard but did not 
know if that is still operating. He said the City could partner with Hobcaw or Coastal 
Carolina to get some baseline of air quality before the mill reopens. Council Member 
Kimbrough stated we need to do this ourselves. Mayor Scoville asked for specifics 
on going forward with this at the next workshop. Council Member Butts wants to 
insure this is not a road block for the steel mill.  He said air quality monitoring 
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should be across the board for International Paper Company and Santee Electric 
Coop as well.  Council Member Jayroe said it is very evident we know we need air 
monitoring.            

19. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS 

A. August 2017 Georgetown Police Department Report 

B. August 2017 Municipal Court Report 

C. August 2017 Fire Report 

D. August 2017 Public Works Department Report 

E. August 2017 Fleet Services Report 

F. August 2017 Electric Utility Department Report 

G. August 2017 Engineering Report 

H. August 2017 Housing & Community Development Report 

I. Economic Development Monthly Report 

J. August 2017 Finance and IT Report 

20. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion to adjourn Regular Meeting and enter Executive Session pursuant to 
South Carolina Code Section 30-4-70(a)(2) to discuss proposed contractual 
arrangements and the proposed purchase of the Stewart-Parker House, and to 
receive legal advice related to potential resolution of 2014-CP-22-0863; and 
Sec. 30-4-70(a)(5) to discuss matters relating to proposed location, expansion, 
or provision of services encouraging location or expansion of industries or 
other businesses in the area served by the public body. 

Council Member Joseph moved, seconded by Council Member Kimbrough. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

SECONDER: Edward S Kimbrough, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

Mr. Gardner announced a Small Business Lending Fair will be held Tuesday, 
September 26, 2017.  A mailing was sent out and information is available online.    

The Regular Meeting of City Council was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 

Motion to adjourn Executive Session and return to Regular Session. 

Council Member Jayroe moved, seconded by Council Member Butts. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Carol R. Jayroe, Council Member 

SECONDER: Sheldon A. Butts, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

Executive Session was adjourned and the Regular Meeting reconvened at 7:36 pm. 
Mayor Scoville announced no formal action was taken in Executive Session. 

A. COUNCIL MAY TAKE ACTION ON ITEMS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

B. Motion to Approve Agreement with Carey F. Smith For Professional Consulting 
Services Related To Economic Development Matters For Sixty Days At An 
Amount Not To Exceed $12,000.00. 

Council Member Jayroe moved, seconded by Council Member Joseph. Mr. Gardner 
said he believes it is prudent for the City to seek advice concerning economic 
development and potential opportunities from an individual who has been involved 
in development for 40 years.  The City is at a point where we are looking at the 
investment of millions of dollars.  Mr. Gardner said it would be wise for the City to 
receive advice to protect the citizens and the best struck deal for the City of 
Georgetown.  Mr. Smith has a love for Georgetown and an interest in seeing it thrive 
and succeed and is willing to help us out.  We pay for a level of expertise whether it 
is lawyers, engineers, etc.  Mr. Gardner stated this would be a short term window to 
support staff as some of the economic development opportunities are developed.  
These funds are budgeted.  Mayor Pro Tempore Barber said the City is on its second 
Economic Development Director and a City Administrator.  He does not want to 
stand in the way of the economic development progress because it will be beneficial 
to the citizens.  If we are in a position where we have to depend on economic 
development advice from the outside… Mr. Barber said Carey Smith is one of the 
most highly qualified city administrators/city managers that he has ever worked 
with. He respects him as a professional and a friend.  We are at a point where we 
have to stop taxing the citizens for additional money when we are supposed to have 
folks in house that can handle this.  Council Member Joseph asked Mr. Gardner why 
the City needs to contract with Mr. Smith as a consultant.  Mr. Gardner stated the 
City has very talented staff and we will make the deals happen with or without this 
agreement.  He feels this will give the City a much stronger position to deal with.  
Council Member Kimbrough said it is a complicated procedure. We have to be 
prepared as a City to move forward.  If we don’t have the right players on our team 
we will have to do something about that at some point, too.  I would hate to see any 
opportunity fall through the cracks because of our inability to provide the necessary 
information; on the other hand, we have the responsibility to our citizens and 
taxpayers.  We are paying salaries throughout the City for jobs that are being done. 
Sometimes jobs are learned by fire; you jump in.  He feels we should be able to 
figure this out and make it happen.  Mayor Scoville said back before the bubble 
burst, we had a Planning Director who would handle these kinds of issues and 
compliment the other City staff.  We have discussed some projects that are going to 
be complicated and involve financing, engineering issues, public/private issues, etc. 
When the bubble burst and all the projects dried up, we decided to save money and 
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not fill the position.  As a result, we do not have anyone on staff that knows these 
issues, it’s not economic development, rather financial issues and expertise on the 
big projects.  He said this would augment and supplement City staff. Many of the 
projects being discussed will require hiring engineering or consulting firms.  We will 
spend a lot of time and effort re-inventing the wheel when Mr. Smith is here and 
willing to help. Council Member Butts stated engineers who will be hired are part of 
the process.  He said hiring another person to assist with the economic development 
isn’t part of our process.  He noted the Administrator said we can and we will make 
things happen the way they should with or without Mr. Smith.  Mr. Butts said if that 
is Mr. Gardner’s sentiments, we need to move forward with what we have and what 
the taxpayers are paying for.  Mayor Scoville said we are going to need this area of 
expertise, which we don’t have, and ultimately will cost us. By not doing this now, it 
will cost more in the long run.  Council Member Jayroe said according to what 
Council is hearing, it is a much better situation to have better advice on these 
projects.  We have given the Administrator ‘full speed ahead, let’s move forward’ on 
the development issues. She is disappointed we do not have staff that can handle 
this in a way they feel comfortable.  We cannot let these opportunities go because of 
a two month consulting fee.  Council Member Smalls said a few years ago there was 
an opportunity for one or two of the projects discussed.  They did not happen and he 
holds Council responsible. Staff is ‘loaded down’, the money is budgeted and he is 
ready for the vote.  Council Member Joseph said this issue does not have anything to 
do with whether our staff is competent enough to handle the matter.  He said it is a 
question of the enormity of what we are trying to do in the City, the number of 
different projects discussed and the fact there is someone who has such specific and 
detailed knowledge of what we need help with.  He feels it is a benefit we have 
available to us.  Council Member Butts questioned what the City is gaining with a 
sixty day scope of work. He does not understand why two months would be the 
answer for issues going forward with economic development.  Mr. Gardner said his 
goal is to prove it is successful strategy.  If it is not successful, we abandon.  If it is 
successful and projects are on track and moving to the degree Council is satisfied, he 
would argue the $5,000 (sic) a month is not an issue. When asked by Council 
Member Smalls, Mr. Gardner said we pay for professional opinions all the time.  
During the sixty days Mr. Gardner will report on progress being made, providing 
conceptual drawings of the project and agreeing on incentives City Council feels 
comfortable with; the public good is served more by whatever incentive is offered. 
Extending the offer is a possibility if it is needed to continue the progress being 
made.                          
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [5 TO 2] 

MOVER: Carol R. Jayroe, Council Member 

SECONDER: Al Joseph, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

NAYS: Barber Sr., Butts 

21. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting of City Council. 

Council Member Jayroe moved, seconded by Council Member Smalls. 
 
Mayor Scoville called for the question. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Carol R. Jayroe, Council Member 

SECONDER: Clarence C. Smalls, Council Member 

AYES: Scoville Jr., Barber Sr., Butts, Jayroe, Joseph, Kimbrough, Smalls 

The Regular Meeting was adjourned at 7:57 pm. 

 

 

Ann U. Mercer 

City Clerk 

Date Approved: 10/19/17 


