
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
AMENDED 

 
APRIL 1, 2026 - 6:00 PM 

 
Municipal Courtroom 
2222 Highmarket St. 

Georgetown, SC 29440 

 

Notice of this meeting has been made in accordance with the South Carolina Code of Laws as amended.  
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A.  Approval of Minutes from the March 9, 2026 Board of Zoning Appeals Special Meeting 

III.  PUBLIC INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

IV.  OLD BUSINESS 

V.  NEW BUSINESS 
 A.  Special Exception. V#2026-0007. Special Exception request to allow for the establishment of a 

structure to accommodate short-term lodging of employees on a commercial property located at 802 
Church St. (TMS#: 05-0027-025-00-00), within the General Commercial (GC) Zoning District. 

  1. Applicant Presentation (10 minute time limit) 
2.  Presentation by Staff, Official appealed or Opponents (10 minute time limit) 
3. Rebuttal by applicant (5 minute time limit) 
4. Sworn Public Comment 
5. Motion and Board Discussion 

 B.  Approval of Revised 2026 Application Agenda. 

  1. Staff Presentation 
2. Public Comment 
3. Motion and Board Discussion 

VI.  BOARD DISCUSSION 

VII.  MOTION TO AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN AND STAFF TO TYPE HANDWRITTEN CHANGES ON THE 
ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Page 1 of 24



 
 
 

Drawer 939 
Georgetown, SC 29442 

MAYOR 
JAY DOYLE 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
SCOTT WHITTIER 
 
CITY CLERK 
STEPHANIE BUCCIONE 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
JESSIE WALKER 
    
ERIN ETHRIDGE 
BRUCE CARL 
TAMIKA WILLIAMS-OBENG 
HENRY HOBSON MILTON 
SHARON MELTON 
 

           Planning and Community Development 
        (843) 545-4010  

 
CITY OF GEORGETOWN BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

 
MEETING DATE: April 1, 2026 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Special Exception. V#2026-0007. Special Exception request to allow for the 
establishment of a structure to accommodate short-term lodging of employees on a commercial property 
located at 802 Church St. (TMS#: 05-0027-025-00-00), within the General Commercial (GC) Zoning 
District. 
 
CURRENT STATUS: The parcel is located at 802 Church St. is currently utilized as a tax office. There is 
one structure on the property (Reference Item 1) 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER: 

1. This parcel is located within the City of Georgetown service area. Electric, water and sewer are 
available to this property.  

2. Currently, the property is zoned GC. The property is within the Urban Core Design Overlay 
(Reference Item 2)  

a. The design of the structure would have to meet UCOD design requirements. 
3. The Future Land Use map (2040 Comprehensive Plan) designates this property as Neighborhood 

Residential. Surrounding areas are shown as Corridor Commercial (Reference Item 4).  
4. This property is located within a shaded x flood zone (no additional flood codes applicable) 

(Reference Item 5).  
5. 2404.4 Special Exceptions.  To authorize the permitting of special exceptions subject to the terms 

and conditions for such uses as set forth by this Ordinance. The Board of Zoning Appeals may 
approve, approve with conditions, or deny a request for a special exception permit. Special exception 
permits may be approved only if the board finds that the proposed use:   
 

Guideline 2404.401 Is a use specifically listed as a special exception for the zoning district in 
which the use is intended or is a use not defined within this UDO but determined by 
the Board to be similar in nature and impact to an existing use allowable in the 
applicable zoning district,   

Applicant 
Response 

Residential dwelling (for short term use) 

Staff Response Staff initially evaluated the request under the Accessory Dwelling Unit provisions; 
however, Article III of the UDO defines an Accessory Dwelling Unit (granny flat) 
as “a building intended, designed, and constructed for use as a single-family 
residential dwelling unit which is constructed on the same parcel as a larger single-
family dwelling unit.” Because the proposed structure would not be accessory to a 
larger single-family dwelling unit on the parcel, the request does not meet the 
definition of an accessory dwelling unit. As there is no other definition within the 
UDO that clearly applies to the proposed use, the request is considered a use not 
specifically defined within the ordinance. Single-family residential structures are 
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permitted within the General Commercial (GC) zoning district, and it could 
therefore be argued that the proposed structure for short-term lodging of employees 
is similar in nature to a single-family residential use permitted within the district. 
Staff have included screenshots of the ordinance below in Reference Item 6.  

 
Guideline 2404.402 Is consistent with the recommendations contained in the City of 

Georgetown Comprehensive Plan and the character of the underlying zoning district 
as indicated in the zoning district's intent,   

Applicant 
Response 

 

Staff Response The intent, as defined in Article IV, is included below in Reference Item 6. The 
Comprehensive Plan does indicate that the City of Georgetown should revise the 
ordinance to support a variety of housing types. The Comprehensive Plan also 
indicates that we should look at revising and modernizing the use chart as it pertains 
to businesses and employment sectors. 

 
Guideline 2404.403 Is compatible with existing uses in the vicinity and will not adversely 

affect the general welfare or character of the immediate community,   

Applicant 
Response 

Below residential and commercial height restrictions. Square footage just shy of 
2500 sq ft. 

Staff Response Staff are not aware of anywhere in the city where this type of use has been 
established.  
The Urban Core Design Overlay does support “mixed-use” of properties within the 
overlay (reference material included in Reference Item 6).    

 
Guideline 2404.404 Adequate provision is made for such items as setbacks, buffering, and 

screening (including fences and/or landscaping) to protect adjacent properties from 
the possible adverse influence of the proposed use such as noise, vibration, dust, 
glare, odor, traffic conditions, and similar factors, 

Applicant 
Response 

Respectfully request shown setbacks roughly 10 ½ ft on both sides. Allows for 
passage between buildings and follows residential setbacks given the appearance of 
the proposed structure. 

Staff Response The proposed structure would be required under GC setback regulations to be 
located 10 ft from any property line, and 6 ft from any other structure on the 
property, and no taller than 20 ft in height. The applicants have indicated their 
intentions to comply with these regulations. The Community Appearance Board 
may impose buffering/landscaping requirements during their review of the proposed 
construction.    

 
Guideline 2404.405 When applicable, will be developed in a way that will preserve and 

incorporate important natural features,   

Staff Response A landscaping plan would be required by the Community Appearance Board during 
their review of the proposed project.  
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Guideline 2404.406 Complies with all applicable rules, regulations, laws, and the standards of 
this chapter, and    

Staff Response This application complies will all applicable rules, regulations, laws and the 
standards of Article XXIV Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 
Guideline 2404.407 Will not hinder or endanger vehicular traffic or pedestrian movements on 

adjacent streets. 

Applicant 
Response 

N/A, confirmed. 

Staff Response The applicants have indicated that this structure will only be utilized to house 
employees of the existing facility. As such, no additional traffic would be generated 
beyond the traffic already generated for the primary use of the property. 

 
6. In granting a special exception permit, the board may attach to it such conditions regarding the 

location, character, or other features of the proposed structure or use as the board may consider 
advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to promote the public 
health, safety, or general welfare. 
 

7. All callers were encouraged to write a letter and/or attend the hearing to convey their comments to 
the board.  
 

 
OPTIONS: 

1. Recommend special exception as requested by applicant.  
2. Recommend special exception with conditions imposed by the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
3. Recommend denial of special exception request.  
4. Defer special exception request for more information.  
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REFERENCE MATERIALS 
 
REFERENCE ITEM 1: Tax map showing parcel in question indicated in blue. (Please note, parcel lines are 
not entirely accurate on the Q-public software) 
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REFERENCE ITEM 2: Zoning map distinguishing zoning of parcel in question. 
 

Parcel View     

Block View    
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REFERENCE ITEM 3: Future land use designation.  
 

 
 
 
REFERENCE ITEM 5: FEMA Flood Map. 
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REFERENCE ITEM 6: Ordinance Excerpts. 
 
City of Georgetown Unified Development Ordinance: 
 

Article III: Definitions: 
 

Accessory Dwelling Unit (granny flat): A building intended, designed, and constructed for 
use as a single-family residential dwelling unit; and which is constructed on the same parcel 
as a larger single-family dwelling unit.   

 
 Article IV: Establishment of Districts: 
 

403.11 GC District (General Commercial)   
It is the intent of this district to establish business areas that encourage the grouping of 
compatible business activities in which parking and traffic congestion can be reduced to a 
minimum. In order to achieve the intent of the GC District, as shown on the Zoning Map of 
the City of Georgetown, South Carolina,   

 
Article V: Area, Yard and Height Requirements: 

 

 
 

Section 505 Front Yard Setback.  
The minimum front yard setback only applies to those lots fronting on U.S. 17, U.S. 521 and 
U.S. 701. For lots fronting other streets in this District, the minimum front yard shall be 25 
feet. 
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Article VI: Provisions Governing Use Districts: 
 
  Section 602 Commercial Use Classifications: 

   
 
 Article VII: General Provisions: 
 
  Section 802 Accessory Use, Building, Structure. 

No accessory building, structure or use in any district shall be established, erected, or 
maintained without a principal use or without a permit. Accessory uses, buildings and 
structures shall not be located forward of the principal structure.  
 

802.1 General Provisions.   
All zoning districts shall limit cumulative area of accessory uses, buildings and 
structures to 10% of the gross square footage of the parcel. A site plan shall be 
approved by the Zoning Administrator and a permit shall be required.  
 

802.101 Pools shall not count towards the maximum number of accessory 
structures but shall count towards maximum gross square footage and shall 
adhere to setbacks and separation requirements.  
802.102 Commercial Shipping Containers shall only be utilized for Temporary 
Storage purposes.  
802.103 Temporary storage units shall require a permit, shall not remain on-
site for more than 30 days, must be placed out of view from the public right-
of-way, and shall be securely anchored. Successive or repeated permits for 
temporary storage units intended to extend occupancy beyond the 30-day limit 
shall not be permitted.  

 
802.2 Residential Properties.   
Each accessory use, building or structure shall be separated at least six (6) feet from 
any other building, structure, use or property line.   
 

802.201 Accessory uses, buildings, and structures in residential zoning 
districts shall be limited to three (3) per parcel and shall be no more than 20 
feet in height.  
802.202 The establishment of any accessory building or structure shall not 
result in accessory uses, buildings, and structures exceeding 2,500 square feet 
in total.  
802.203 No one accessory use, building, or structure in a residential zoning 
district shall exceed the size of the primary accessory use, building or 
structure.  
802.204 Additions attached to the primary structure via a conditioned 
walkway, as well as attached decks, carports and garages (open-air or 
enclosed) shall not be considered accessory structures and must comply with 
setback requirements as defined in Article V: Area, Yard, and Height 
Requirements for the applicable zoning district.  
802.205 Buildings or structures either entirely detached or attached via a non-
conditioned walkway are to be considered accessory structures.  

 
802.3 Commercial and Industrial Properties.  
Each accessory use, building or structure shall be separated at least six (6) feet from 
any other building, structure or use. Accessory structures must abide by the 
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regulations defined in Article V: Area, Yard, and Height Requirements for the 
applicable commercial or industrial zoning district. 

 
Article X: Residential Use Standards: 

 
Section 1001 Accessory Dwelling Unit: Such buildings may not exceed 600 square feet in 
size, and they must meet all applicable building code standards and yard requirements herein. 
Only one accessory dwelling unit may be constructed on any residential lot, and only in the 
rear or side yard of a lot. 

 
 Article XXI: Commercial Corridor Design Overlay Districts: 
 

Section 2142 Permitted uses.  Land may be used and buildings or structures may be erected, 
altered or used for any purpose allowed by the underlying zoning district as listed in Article 
VII: Application of Regulations except that the following shall apply to parcels in the Urban 
Core Overlay District:   

2142.1 Mixed uses within the UCOD are encouraged. Multi-family may be permitted 
in General Commercial and Intermediate Commercial zone districts as a Conditional 
Use subject to the conditions of Section 1105. 

 
City of Georgetown 2040 Comprehensive Plan: 
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Planning & Community Development 
2026 Planning Application Schedule 

 
Architectural Review Board 

 

 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

 
Community Appearance 

Board 
 

 
Planning Commission 

First Monday of the Month 
5:30 PM 

First Wednesday of the Month 
6:00 PM 

Third Tuesday of the Month 
5:30 PM 

Fourth Tuesday of the Month 
6:00 PM 

Application 
Deadline 

Meeting 
Date 

Application 
Deadline 

Meeting 
Date 

Application 
Deadline 

Meeting 
Date 

Application 
Deadline 

Meeting 
Date 

December 10, 2025 January 5, 2026 December 10, 2025 January 7, 2026 December 10, 2025 January 20, 2026 December 10, 2025 January 27, 2026 
January 17, 2026 February 2, 2026 January 17, 2026 February 4, 2026 January 17, 2026 February 17, 2026 January 17, 2026 February 24, 2026 
February 11, 2026 March 2, 2026 February 11, 2026 March 4, 2026 February 11, 2026 March 17, 2026 February 11, 2026 March 24, 2026 
March 11, 2026 April 6, 2026 March 11, 2026 April 1, 2026 March 11, 2026 April 21, 2026 March 11, 2026 April 28, 2026 
April 4, 2026 May 4, 2026 April 6, 2026 May 6, 2026 April 19, 2026 May 19, 2026 April 26, 2026 May 26, 2026 

------ New deadlines take effect ------ 
May 4, 2026 June 1, 2026 May 4, 2026 June 3, 2026 May 18, 2026 June 16, 2026 May 22, 2026 June 23, 2026 
June 8, 2026 July 6, 2026 June 1, 2026 July 1, 2026 June 22, 2026 July 21, 2026 June 29, 2026 July 28, 2026 
July 6, 2026 August 3, 2026 July 6, 2026 August 5, 2026 July 20, 2026 August 18, 2026 July 27, 2026 August 25, 2026 

August 10, 2026 September 7, 2026 August 3, 2026 September 2, 2026 August 17, 2026 September 15, 2026 August 24, 2026 September 22, 2026 
September 7, 2026 October 5, 2026 September 7, 2026 October 7, 2026 September 21, 2026 October 20, 2026 September 28, 2026 October 27, 2026 

October 5, 2026 November 2, 2026 October 5, 2026 November 4, 2026 October 19, 2026 November 17, 2026 October 26, 2026 November 24, 2026 
November 9, 2026 December 7, 2026 November 2, 2026 December 2, 2026 November 16, 2026 December 15, 2026 November 23, 2026 December 22, 2026 
December 7, 2026 January 4, 2027 December 7, 2026 January 6, 2027 December 21, 2026 January 19, 2027 December 28, 2026 January 26, 2027 

January 4, 2027 February 1, 2027 January 4, 2027 February 3, 2027 January 18, 2027 February 16, 2027 January 25, 2027 February 23, 2027 
 

Staff will have 5 business days to deem an application complete or incomplete. All applications should be submitted to planning@georgetownsc.gov 
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